
Mrs. Ballard’s Math Class 
lballard@psd202.org 

(815) 439-8024 ext 6035 
Materials Needed: 

 Pencils with erasers 
 Composition Book 
 2 Folders (one with prongs) 
 Loose Leaf Paper or Notebook 
 TI-30XIIS Calculator or similar (not needed until 2nd quarter) 

 
 

Tardy Policy:   

You are allowed to be tardy twice per quarter without penalty, but the third tardy 
will result in a detention. Detentions are served after school until 3:45. If you are 
having a hard time getting to class, please talk to me before it becomes a problem. 

 

Math Work: 

Although homework may be started in class, there typically is not enough time to 
finish in class. I usually assign homework Monday – Thursday. Homework will be 
expected to be completed on your own and turned in at the next class. You will only 
receive credit for your work if you have done all of the problems and shown your 
work. Assignments that are incomplete must be finished before credit is given. Please 
do all of your work in pencil. 

 

Late Work: 

Late work is any work that is not done at the time it is due. You will only receive 
credit for the work that is completed. If you have half of your work done then you 
get half of the credit. If you want the rest of the credit you have to do the work. Late 
work is accepted up until the end of the current outcome. However, if you 
accumulate more than 2 late assignments, you will be asked to join me during study 
hall to complete your assignments. If you continue having late work, a phone call or 
e-mail home will take place.  
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Absent Work: 

You need to get any assignments you missed upon returning to school from an 
absence. Make sure you show me any work that was due while you were gone, so 
you can receive credit. Absent work should be done as quickly as possible so you do 
not fall behind. It will be in the grade book as a zero until it is turned in. You will be 
given one extra day for each day you were absent. If you missed a test or quiz, please 
be prepared to take it once you return. Feel free to ask for extra help! 

Homework Quizzes: 

Homework quizzes will be given randomly to make sure that you understand what 
we have gone over in class. These quizzes will contain a few of the exact same 
problems that you completed for homework. However, they will be given after we 
thoroughly went over the homework. These will most likely be unannounced. These 
are typically 2-10 points. 

Regular Quizzes: 

Regular quizzes will be announced, and they will cover new problems similar to any 
material we have covered in the past few lessons. You should review any homework 
problems we have done or work we have done together in class. You will be allowed 
to use your composition book on all quizzes. These are typically worth 5-50 points.  

Unit Assessments: 

Unit assessments are given when the unit is finished. These are district-wide common 
assessments. We will go over these in class, but they cannot be taken home. I will be 
happy to share any results with parents upon request. You may retake any assessment 
upon request, but the original grade stays. Any student earning less than a 70% on 
an assessment is required to work with me during study hall to make corrections. 

Composition Book: 

We will turn our composition books into a collection of notes. This will become a 
reference to you as we work on assignments. You can use your composition book 
on quizzes, so it’s important to take good notes. You are welcome to add your own 
notes as well. These can be kept in class, but you are welcome to take them home if 
you wish to study. Please remember to bring these to class if you take yours home.  

 

 



Classroom Folder: 

This is kept in the classroom at all times. You will keep all quizzes, study guides, and 
any worksheets you’d like to keep from old units. This is not a folder to collect all of 
your current math worksheets or homework. This folder will remain in the 
classroom. However, you are welcome to bring the folder or quizzes home to share 
with your parents, but it is important that you bring them back the next day. 

 

Take Home Folder: 

This folder should keep all of your current math worksheets. We will clean these out 
every quarter or after unit assessments. Please hold on to all of your papers until we 
go through them together. We like to use some of it for your portfolios at 
conference time. 

 

Grades: 

I grade on a total point system. I will periodically hand out a grade sheet to students. 
However, you are always welcome to check grades online. If an assignment is blank, 
this could mean that it hasn’t been graded yet or it does not apply to you. For 
example, if extra credit is offered and you do not take it, your grade will remain 
blank while others might have a grade there. It will not count against you. If it says 
NHI, that means the assignment was NOT HANDED IN, and it will remain a zero 
until it’s turned in. Please see me right away if you ever have any questions or 
concerns about your grade. I do round my grades up. 

 

A: 89.5% - 100% 

B: 79.5% - 89.4% 

C: 69.5% - 79.4% 

D: 59.5% - 69.4% 

F: 59.4% or lower 

 

 



Math Books: 

We will be using the Ready Math resource. It includes a guided practice workbook 
and a practice/problem solving workbook. Both will be given to the students, and it 
will be their responsibility to bring it to class each day. We will also use supplemental 
material, as needed, throughout each unit. 

 

Common Core Expectations: 

Common core means that you will be learning each math concept more in depth, 
and you will be expected to prove this through the 8 math practices. You will be 
asked to explain what you did, and be able to prove you are correct through 
mathematical reasoning. 

The 8 math practices include the following: 

 Sense making Using tools 
 Reasoning  Precision 
 Arguments  Structures 
 Modeling  Repetition 
 
 
Web Page: http://jkms.psd202.org/teacher/lballard/home 
 
Please visit my web page on the JFK web site. You will find a calendar with all of our 
upcoming quizzes and assessments, as well as any other important dates. Here are 
some other things you will be able to find throughout the year: 

• Study guides & answer keys 
• Extra practice 
• Video reviews 
• Important forms 
• Calendar of topics covered each day 

 
Extra Help: 
 
If you need extra help…JUST ASK! We can figure something out, as long as you are 
trying your best.  


