
August 16th, 2017 

 

Dear Parents, Guardians and Students, 

 

Welcome to 8th Grade!  My name is Mrs. Margaret Berry and I look forward to teaching your 

student Social Studies this year.   

 

A little bit about me.  I have taught in the Plainfield School District 202 for 12 years.  I have 

taught 6th, 7th and 8th grade Social Studies over the course of my career so I am very familiar 

with the curriculum across the grade levels.  I have a Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees from 

Aurora University in Aurora and I am currently working on a new endorsement in ESL 

Education.  I am an active participant on the District committee for Social Studies curriculum as 

well.   

 

I am married to Mr. Kevin Berry and we live in Aurora, Illinois and have 5 children and 1 dog.  

Sean (25), Alec (21), Kyle (18), Brenna (16), Meghan (15) and Ginger Coco Chanel (one spoiled 

shih tzu) (8)!  Our home is full, our lives are busy, but very, very happy!  I enjoy traveling, 

reading and working out.  My newest hobby is a vegetable garden that I had this summer!   

 

For class your student will need the following materials daily to be successful: 

1.  Their agenda book 

2. A dedicated notebook for Social Studies 

3. A pen or pencil to use in class 

 

Teacher/parent communication:   

1.  I will be sending home weekly communication to email address you have listed with the 

school.  The title of this email is This week in Social Studies w/o 08.19.17.  In this email I 

will outline what we will be doing in class on a daily basis and include any 8th 

grade/school reminders that are pertinent.   

2. You will receive advance notice of outcome tests and I usually send home study guides 

electronically as well.  

3. Individual student issues will be communicated directly to you as well.  I will either call 

you or email you if there is anything we need to discuss.  Many times these phone calls 

are made from my personal cell phone on my way to my kid’s events so this may show 

up on your end as Caller Unknown.   

4. If you need to contact me for any reason, email is generally the easiest and quickest way 

to get ahold of me.  I do have voice mail, however we do not have lights on our phones 

to alert us when we have messages so I only check that about once a week.  If you 

would like to speak to me personally, just shoot me an email asking me to give you a call 

and I will call you as soon as possible.   



5. Of course, several times through the year you will be invited to school for curriculum 

night and conferences as well.   

 

8th Grade Social Studies Curriculum:   

For academic purposes these are all of the topics we will be covering in 8th grade Social Studies 

this year: 

 

Western Exploration (approx. 4 weeks) 

The expedition of Lewis and Clark will be a major focus of this unit with emphasis on the 

locations, places and regions explored by them, as well as others, such as Zebulon Pike.  

Interaction between the United States and the Native Americans will be studied, especially as 

the end of the unit focuses on the War of 1812. 

 

Manifest Destiny and Territorial Expansion (approx. 4 weeks) 

The main focus of this unit will be on the expansion of the United States from 13 states east of 

the Mississippi River to a country that truly stretched from “sea to shining sea.”  The settlers 

who ventured west, the routes they took, and their outcomes will be covered.  The causes of 

the war with Mexico and methods of acquisition of other territories will also be a topic covered 

in this unit.   

 

North and South before the Civil War (approx. 4/5 weeks)  

Beginning around 1820 and up to the beginning of the Civil War, the major topics of this unit 

will be the differences between the North and South, why those differences came between the 

two regions, and the people and events that led to the creation of the Confederacy.   

 

The Civil War (approx. 6 weeks) 

America’s darkest days and its finest moments will be covered in the largest unit of the year.  

Students will be analyzing the wartime strategies of the Union and Confederacy as well as the 

people who led, fought, and contributed to the cuases of the Union, state’s rights, and the 

freedom of all people.  Major events of the Civil War such as Gettysburg, The Emancipation 

Proclamation, and “total war” will be studied as well.   

 

Reconstruction (approx. 3/4 weeks) 

Focus will be on the decade that followed the Civil War.  Repairing the nation, granting rights to 

freedmen, and reestablishing the role of the government will be the general topics covered.  An 

emphasis on the changing face of discrimination in postwar South will be examined as well.   

 

Closing of the American Frontier (approx. 4 weeks) 

Focus turns back to the western United States as the population spreads to the Pacific Ocean.  

Conflicts with Native Americans and the ensuing discrimination toward Native Americans will 

be reviewed as will the people and the myth of the “Wild West”.   



 

The Industrial Revolution and Reform Movements (approx. 3 weeks) 

The invention and technological advancements made during the last decades of the 19th 

century will be a major focus of this unit.  The impact the Industrial Revolution had on groups of 

people will be studied as well, specifically the changing role of women and children.   

 

Immigration and the Reform Movements (approx. 3 weeks) 

As the United States enters the 20th century, the first waves of immigrants come to America.  

The specific groups of immigrants, the major entry points to the United States and the results of 

the first mixing of cultures will be topics of study in this unit.   

 

In each unit the students will be required to take notes and complete a variety of assignments.  

Each unit also has a District Outcome to assess their learning.  Students are provided a 

study/review guide at the beginning of each unit so that they know exactly what topics they will 

be assessed at the end of each unit.   

 

8th Grade Expectations  

These expectations will be posted in each of your student’s 8th grade classrooms: 

 Arrive to class on time and ready to learn. 

3 tardies/unprepared will result in a 40 minute before or after school detention. 

 Use your passing period to go to the bathroom. 

You are allowed 3 bathroom passes per class, per quarter. 

 No food in the classroom. 

 Study Hall is a time to work quietly. Come prepared to work on homework, or have a 

book to read. If you do not, you will be considered unprepared.  

DEAR is every Wednesday. Come prepared with your silent reading book. 

 Follow all teacher directions. 

 Be respectful to yourself and others. 

 
ossible Consequences: Verbal Warning, Teacher Conference, Detention, 
Phone call home, Referral 
 
Please also note that fidget spinners of any kind will not be allowed in any 8th grade 
classroom.   

 

Classroom Expectations:    

In addition to the 8th grade expectations, each classroom teacher has their own classroom 

expectations that will be gone over with students the first few days of school.  My mantra for 

the students is “do what you are supposed to do and there will not be any issues”.   From many 

years of teaching, I am well aware that junior high level students know what they are supposed 

to do, sometimes doing what they are supposed to do is the challenge!  So to be very specific 



and not leave any language open to interpretation, students will be provided a copy of the 

following for their notebooks and agenda books.  There will also be a copy of these 

expectations hanging in my classroom for the students to refer to as needed.  

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Berry’s Classroom Expectations 

EXPECTED UNEXPECTED (WARNING) 

 

1. Coming to class prepared with all required 
materials. 
 

2. Raising hand without talking. 
 

 

3. Keeping hands, feet, and materials to yourself. 
 

4. Using respectful words when talking with 
students and staff. 
 

 

 

5. Working quietly; raising hand when you have a 
question. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Remaining in your assigned seat during class 
unless you have permission to be up. 

 

7. Following teacher directions. 
 

 

8. Changing your behavior when you receive a 
warning. 

 

 Leaving materials at home or in your locker. 
Bringing unneeded materials (fidget spinners, 
water bottles to flip) 
 

 Raising hand while saying teacher’s name to get 
his/her attention. 
 

 Touching others. 
 

 

 Negative comments to peers or staff or about 
peers or staff. 

 Negative responses. 
 

 

 Distracting other students or the teacher with 
noises, staring at students to get their attention, 
giggling, etc. 

 Shouting out answers or shouting across the 
room. 

 Talking with others when it is time to work. 
 

 

 Getting out of your seat. 

 Sitting in a seat that is not your assigned seat. 
 

 Arguing with the teacher when redirected. 
 

 Arguing about a warning and continuing to be 
disruptive.  



 

I will be holding students to a very high standard for their behavior.  They will be given 3 strikes 

in class, 1st redirection is a discrete warning in which a stop sign will be placed on their desk.  

2nd redirection will be a verbal warning, 3rd redirection in any one class will result in the 

consequence of a before/after school detention.  You will be contacted either via phone or 

email to inform you of the behavior and consequence.   

 

In addition, students will be held accountable for being on time AND prepared to class every 

day.  Students should be in their seats and working when the bell rings and have all of the 

materials they need for the day with them.  3 times tardy or unprepared will result in a 

before/after school detention.   

 

As you might already be aware, we will be having a school wide study hall at the end of each 

day.  As a result of the schedule change last year and the study hall being added this year we 

have lost approximately 15 minutes of academic content time for each class.  Our goal is to 

have the students in class as much as possible.  At the beginning of each quarter, students will 

be provided with 3 bathroom passes for each of their 8th grade academic classes to use the 

bathroom throughout the quarter.  We highly encourage the students to use the washroom 

during the 4 minute passing period after each 55 minute class.  Again our goal is to have the 

students in class for as much academic time as possible.  Of course, in emergency situations 

students will be allowed to go the nurse, bathroom and social work as necessary.  If there is a 

medical condition that I need to be aware of, please communicate this to me as soon as 

possible.  If there is medical documentation of a serious illness, please provide this to our 

school nurse as school begins.   

 

In the event that your student will be out of school, there is a We Missed You form in class that 

will be filled out for the student so that they have a copy of the work that they missed while 

they were out.  For lengthy absences work can be requested through the office for the student.  

In the event of illness that your student is not at school, they will have 2 days after the missed 

homework to turn the assignment in for full credit.   

 

At all times, it is expected that the students will put their name on their work.  If work is turned 

in without a name it will be placed on in the No Name bin.  The late work policy will be enforced 

for work with no name as well.  The late work policy is discussed next.   

 

Late work:   

If a student does not have their assignment at the time it is requested (usually at the beginning 

of class), the assignment is considered late.  The assignment may be completed and turned in 

the next class for ½ credit.  NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER ONE WEEK.  Any time 

after that it is a zero. The assignment if it is missing will be indicated in the online grade book as 



NHI (not handed in).  The high school policies are quite stringent and we are preparing the 

students to be diligent in getting their work completed on time for their high school careers.   

 

Study Hall Expectations:   

There will be a 30 minute SILENT study hall at the end of school each day.  Students will be 

expected to work diligently on their homework during this time.  If they are finished with their 

homework they are expected to bring a free read book to class.  If a student needs additional 

support from another teacher, a pass will be written for the student to go to the requested 

teacher.  This time will also be used to have students make up missed tests so that they are not 

missing additional curriculum during academic time.  On Wednesday, the entire school will 

participate in a DEAR program to encourage reading amongst our students.   

 

The students will be given these expectations on the very first day of school.  I encourage you 

to keep this copy of expectations at home as well so that you are informed as well.   

I am looking forward to an awesome school year, and I hope that you are too!  If you have any 

questions at all, please feel free to let me know.   

Welcome to 8th Grade!   

Mrs. Margaret Berry 

mberry@psd202.org 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

I have received and read through Mrs. Berry’s expectations for 8th grade Social Studies.   

Student Name: 

 

Student Signature:   

 

Parent Name:   

 

Parent Signature: 

 

Please return this signed paper no later than Tuesday, August 22, 2017 to Mrs. Berry!  Thank 

you! 


